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WHEREAS, the proper regulation and administration of
outdoor advertising is believed to contribute to the
actualization of the economic growth as well as the

realization of the master plan of the City;

WHEREAS,it is found necessary to create
organizational structure and facilitate conditions for a
system of building advertising board in a manner that
preserves beauty of the City, speedy, and coordinated for
the number of advertisers within boundary of the City

Government is growing;

WHEREAS, the previous Regulation No 6/1998 was
limited to service charge only and it is found necessary
to make the advertising system compatible to the modern
technology;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Addis Ababa City
Government Cabinet issued this Regulation in
accordance with the power vested to it under Article
23(1) (f) of the Addis Ababa City Government Revised

Charter Proclamation N0.361/2003.
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2. Definition

Unless the context requires otherwise, in this

Regulation:

1. "Outdoor advertising” means advertising by

any person through announcing or disclosing
on a public place the name, logo, mark, mission
or related concepts in whole or in part to the

public;

. "Authority" means the Land Administration and

Construction Licensing Authority of the City;

. "Agency" means the Beautification, Parks and

Cemetery Development and Administration Agency
of the City Government;

. “Core process" means the Land and Construction

Licencing core process under the Land

Administration and  Construction
Authority of the Addis Ababa City Government; it

includes its organs at sub-city level;

Licensing

. "Outdoor advertising board” means anything of

advertising nature that is posted, hanged or erected
in the form of writing, paintings, sculpture, and

statute and similar construction methods;

. "Main Road" means a road labeled "PAS" or

“SAS” or "RR" on the master plan of the City;
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7. "Special license" means a license issued to
governmental or non-government and non-profit
making institutions for transmitting messages to the

society through outdoor advertising;

8. "Master plan" means the structural or
developmental plan of the Addis Ababa City;

9. “Immoral message " means a message different
from what has been licensed and one that can
potentially lead to chaos or contrary to the moral
and values of the society;

10."Licenser" means, as may be necessary, a body of
the Land Administration and Construction

Licensing Authority at different levels;

11. "Person" means any legal or physical person.

3. Scope of Application

This regulation shall apply to all activities related to
outdoor advertisements undertaken within the

boundary of Addis Ababa City Government.

PART TWO
ADVERTISING BOARD ERECTION AREA
STANDARD AND LICENSING

4. Qutdoor Advertising board Erection Area

1. The construction licenser shall provide places for
advertisement board erection in a way compatible
to the master plan of the City and not hinder or
disrupt the traffic movement, infrastructure work,
the sight of buildings and man-made and natural

heritages, and movement of pedestrians.
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FOZ0T AL TS OECPT PavdmE 4P e 3. License to post advertisements on poles shall be
Nl POLAT SUPSA:: given by auction.
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ALALA PN Hoo'r (D100 40 10 - the place for the period specified in the contract by
AL AmPI® LTAN:: renewing the contract annually.

& fo-d ABLCTo- eGP POAS  ovthe 5. Upon lapse of the contract period for the
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again.
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P& NAA of  eIJ et DY and Cemetery Development and Administration
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Nt WEHL 02T a0 O bt To- prior to the auction, if the areas are within the
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9. A person to whom outdoor advertising board
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license is issued shall keep both the board and the

area clean.
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10. The Authority shall cause to be removed outdoor
advertisements placed on areas to which license

was not issued for or on restricted areas.

5. Levels of Licensing
1. Outdoor

advertisement board as well as renewal license

advertising, the construction of
shall be issued, as may be necessary, at the center,
sub-city or Wereda Land Administration and
Construction Licensing Authority or the Land and
Construction Licensing Core Process;

2. Outdoor advertising board construction license

service shall be rendered at Sub-City level,

3. Details about other licenses shall be determined by

directives.

6. Qutdoor Advertising Standard
1. The construction place of any advertising board

shall have air and light inlet, free and not

disrupting traffic and pedestrian movement;

2. No advertisement placed on the roof of a
building shall lean outside the width of the
building;

3. No outdoor advertisement shall be larger both in

width and length of the board it is hanged on;

4. Unless specifically granted a special license by
the appropriate body, no outdoor advertising

shall be made using electric wire with power;

5. The thickness of any advertising covered by
glass shall be a minimum of 6 mm and it shall be

a non-falling one even when broken;
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6. If an advertisement placed around the Airport
terminal is lighted, it shall fulfill requirements of
the Civil Aviation Authority;

7. Any outdoor advertising board standing by
itself shall be able to resist different external

pressure.

7. Licensing Outdoor Advertising

1.

Any person who wants to involve in advertising
shall present proper information expressing the
product, service or company at the time of request

for license;

Before any outdoor advertisement the organization
for whose benefit the advertisement is conducted
shall present a legal trade license; if the thing to be
advertised is a product, a standard certification of
the Ethiopian Quality and Standard Authority shall
be presented:;

The core process shall ascertain that the requested
outdoor advertisement is not contrary to laws of the

country, culture and moral values of the society;

The construction licenser shall issue license upon
ascertaining that the required standards are met; it

shall notify the Authority for the purpose of follow
up;

The construction licenser shall issue license to
individuals/organizations interested to construct and
hire advertisement board only after ascertaining the

legality;
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6.

10.

11.

For banners and other hanged advertisements on
road side poles, the licenser shall make sure that the

poles are fit for such purpose;

Unless a special license is issued, advertisements
made on hanged and stretched banners shall last for
only up to seven days to be counted from the day of
licensing. Details of special license in this regard
shall be determined by directives;

The Agency shall make decisions, up on consulting
the Authority, the core process, and Bureau of
Culture and Tourism, regarding types and standards
of sculptures and statute to be built on road center
and squares; disclose same to the licenser in

writing;

Any licensed outdoor advertiser shall

notify

immediately to the Authority and the licenser when
changing the address it registered;

Decision by the core process upon the application
for outdoor advertising shall be given within three
(3) days; if the core process rejects the application,
it shall inform to the applicant in writing stating the

reasons of rejection within such time;

An organization licensed and involved in erecting
and hiring outdoor advertising board shall in
advance pay the annual service charge provided for
the advertisements to be released at various times
and acquire the renewed license before lapse of the

contract period;
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

If the licensed outdoor advertiser desires to change
only the content of the advertisement during the
year in which the license is issued, he shall be
entitled to get license by submitting to the core
process the content to be advertised and upon
payment of only 25% of the service fee for the

construction license service;

Any electronic advertising board through which
message is conveyed by mixing both audio and
shall be
identified for such purpose upon conclusion of the

visual licensed on areas in advance
necessary contract with the core process and
payment of the service charge fixed. The owner of
the board takes full responsibility for the message

delivered on the board.

Unless special license is issued by the core process,
advertisement by audio on roads, squares and
vehicles shall not make noise greater than 50
decibel.

Audio advertisements shall be transmitted only
from 8:00 A.M in the morning until 6:00 PM in the

afternoon.

Advertisement through audio shall be licensed by
the core process specifying the level of sound and
not be issued

duration; however license shall

around hospitals, courts, schools, and other
institutions where sound can potentially cause

disturbance.

Any advertisement board erected on a commercial
building, on the outside part of the building, open
space and internal corridors on which public
movement takes place, shall secure license from the

construction licenser;
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construction license shall also get a construction
starting license from the appropriate level office of
the Authority.
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The Authority in city, subcity and wereda shall have
the following Function and Duty:

1. Set standard, upon consultation with the Authority,

of the advertising board construction;

2. Follow up that advertisement boards are built in
accordance with the issued license;

3. Notify to the body of the Land Administration and
Construction Licensing Authority at its level that
advertising boards which are contrary to the
construction license and beauty of the City to be
removed:;

4. Follow up and notify to the licenser for removal
the unlicensed advertisements and those the service
period of which has lapsed;

5. Perform functions entrusted upon it by directives

issued to implement this regulation.

10. Eunction and Duties of the Core Process

1. Controls and issues license to stackable, built,

and hanged and other audio visual

advertisements by checking their content.
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11 : | Duties of iministrati |

Construction LicensingAuthority

1. Prepare land for the placing of advertising board in

11.

compliance with the master plan of the City;

. Transfer the plot of land identified for erection of

advertisement board to the beneficiaries by auction
or without auction on temporary lease basis;
conclude temporary lease contract with the
beneficiaries;

. Determine the minimum auction price for the plot

of land identified for erection of advertisement
board; determine, based on study, the annual land

rent for plots to be allowed without auction;

. Prepare, along with concerned bodies, the fee for

the service of advertisement board construction

license; implement same upon approval;

. Issue an outdoor advertising and advertisement

board construction license.

Function and Duties of the Addis Ababa Roads
Authority

Upon request of the licensers it evalauates and gives

conformation that boards to be erected on main roads

do not potentially cause inconvenience to traffic flow.
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13, . I ies of Addis Abal . n
Police
1. Controls whether the wvehicle used by an

organization or individual for advertisement

activity is licensed;

2. Controls that an audio advertisement on a
vehicle is undertaken between 8:00am in the
morning and 6:00pm in the afternoon, unless a
special license is granted;

3. Take the necessary measure upon a vehicle
undertaking outdoor advertising in areas

restricted.

PART FOUR
TERMINATION OF ADVERTISING

14. Conditions for Termination an Advertising

1. Where an advertisement is found to be contrary to
the license issued, or it has a message contrary to
law or public moral, the owner shall be notified in
writing to remove such advertisement within one

day and thereby the advertisement terminates;

2. If the owner fails to comply with the notice, the
core process shall remove the advertisement at its
own cost and claim reimbursement of the cost
from the owner. In addition, such person shall be
prevented for one year period if he requests to
advertise his products or services in any part of
the City;

3. Where the place where the advertisement board
is erected is required for other purposes, the
advertisement terminates by ordering the owner to
remove such board within the period fixed by the

licenser;
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If the license period has not yet expired at the
time the owner is ordered to remove the board,
either the service charge of the remaining period
shall be reimbursed or a substitute area shall be
given to the owner of the board based on his
interest. But if the license period is over and the
owner asks for extension, the request shall be

entertained as a fresh application;

When a person decides to discontinue the licensed
advertising, he shall immediately inform such
intention to the licenser. The person shall also
inform in  writing the removal of the
advertisement within 30 days and thereby the

advertisement terminates;

Such person shall secure from the core process
evidence of cancellation of the license upon
payment of the service charge till the date of
removal of the advertisement and presentment of
documents to that effect; the core process shall

give evidence to the person based on his request;

The Authority shall give a three months notice for
removal of advertisements that were licensed
prior to the coming into forceof this regulation
and that are contrary to the new standards; if the
licensee fail to remove within such period, the
Authority shall have the advertisements removed
at its own cost and confiscate the advertising
materials as well as demand the costs of removing

from the owner;

. If the owner of the advertisements desires to

remove prior to the termination of the license
period, the advertisement terminates without

return of service charge of the remaining period.
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place or a property that was given to them for
execution of their belief or mission, shall be exempted
from payment of service charge.
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carried out in a place or a property other than that
given to them for execution of their belief or mission,
shall be exempted from payment of service charge for
a period not more than two month up on permission of

the core process.

Foatce  eat®Raon G o90 Cav 0T 3. Any non-profit making governmental organization
AR Av-NLAN N5 090 0 A“7 L0 shall be exempted from payment of service charge for
ANL.m, aoAONT AHA “I0T0Ef OATAY advertisement that it makes to convey message to the
Aol NG P 13 LUPGTA:: society.

0. 107 422757 A7 PA“Y LCPOT 4. An organization or individual who has developed the
DL Q00N NA“Y@m, A0, (A L CPEE: surrounding and has erected in such place
LI i@, PLLNTPO-P TINTPOLE advertisement of the organization or the job of the
eUT AhaoART N9.0M NIISCL oo individual developer in accordance with standards set
L1 (FRA AdD & hovl 240 hhee 93 thereof shall be exempted from payment of service

CUGA:: charge for up to five years period.
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Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 16
of this regulation, an advertisement of such
organizations posted in a place or on a property
that is not given to them for execution of their

belief or mission, shall be subject to the payment

of service charge;
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Except those stated under Article 16 of this
regulation advertisements made by any person
and place shall be the subject of payment of

service charge.
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17. Amount of Service charge and collection
1. The service charge for advertisements made

through picture or writing on boards shall be
computed by measuring the area in square metre
and for those made by audioshall be computed

based on duration of the advertisement;

2. The service charge for renewal of an
advertisement license shall be annually paid
within the period between July 8" and September

1213
P 042 oPT ARIANT hef ¢l-loo

T NELPT oA PLIL Oo-
DALY LUPGTA::

3. Collecting the service charge during the licensing

period shall be duty of the licenser

PART SIX

hea agat MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

AL AR £7922F

18. Duty to Cooperate
Every person has the duty to cooperate in the

1%, oo 1QOC 2L,3-
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implementation of this regulation.
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19. Penalties

1.

A person that has not paid the service charge in
whole during the time that is stated under this
regulation shall pay 20% more of the unpaid
service charge for each month the payment was
delayed. But if payment was delayed for more
than two months, the construction licenser shall
remove and confiscate the advertisement and
shall demand the costs of removal from the

owner.

An advertisement licensed for a short period
shall be subjected to payment of twice the
service charge for each day it remained posted or
erected beyond the licensed period. But if the
extended period is more than one week the core
process shall remove it at its own expense and
demand the owner of the advertisement to

reimburse;

A person found advertising on a vehicle without
license or beyond the time specified on the
license shall be fined 160/One hundred Sixty
Birr/ and if the advertisement is stacked on the

vehicle, it shall be removed.

Any person found in breach of this regulation
shall be fined with birr not less than 500 and not
more than Birr 1000 and/or with imprisonment

not more than three months.

20. Power to issue directives

=

The Land Administration and Construction
Licensing Authority shall issue directives for the

implementation of this regulation.
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21. Inapplicable and repealed laws
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1. Any regulation or customary practice in
consistent with this regulation shall not apply to

matters provided for by this Regulation.

2. Directives, regulations and customary practice
that dealt with advertising boards prior to
coming into fore of this regulation are here by

repealed by this Regulation.

22. Transitional Provision
A person licensed to construct an advertising board

and advertising prior to the coming into force of this
regulation shall, so long as it is compatible to the
standards stated in this regulation, notify the licenser
and renew the license within one month time from

the date of enforcement of this regulation.

23. Effective date
This regulation shall enter into force on the date of

its publication on the Addis Negari Gazete.

Done at Addis Ababa,
This 16" Day of March 2011

Kuma Demeksa
Mayor of Addis Ababa City



